
o
u

p
 G

u
id

e
 R

e
a

d
in

g
 G

ro
u

p
 G

u
id

e
d

in
g

 G
ro

u
p

 G
u

id
e

 R
e

a
d

in
g

 G
ro

u
p

o
u

p
 G

u
id

e
 R

e
a

d
in

g
 G

ro
u

p
 G

u
id

e
R

d
i

G
G

id
R

d
i

Guide ISBN: 0-06-074414-6

About the Author
L. M

. Elliottw
rote for the W

ashingtonian
m

agazine,
in the nation’s capital, for eighteen years before
devoting her tim

e to w
riting fiction for children

and young adults. She is author of the W
W

II
novel U

nder a W
ar-Torn Sky, a N

otable C
hildren’s

Trade 
Book 

in 
the 

Field 
of 

Social 
Studies

(N
C

SS/C
BC

). H
er novel Flying South, set in 1968,

w
on the Joan G

. Sugarm
an C

hildren’s Book A
w

ard.
Elliott is also author of the picture book Hunter’s
Best 

Friend 
at 

School, 
an 

IRA
/C

BC
 

C
hildren’s

C
hoice, illustrated by Lynn M

unsinger. The book 
is part of a series about friendship, com

petition, 
popularity, 

and 
sibling 

rivalry. 
Elliott 

lives 
in

V
irginia w

ith her fam
ily.

g
G

p
G

G
roup 

G
uide 

Reading 
G

ro
G

uide 
Reading 

G
roup 

G
u

Reading G
roup G

uide Read
G

roup 
G

uide 
Reading 

G
ro

G
uide 

Reading 
G

roup 
G

u
Reading G

roup G
uide Read

G
roup 

G
uide 

Reading 
G

ro
G

uide 
Reading 

G
roup 

G
u

Reading G
roup G

uide Read
G

roup 
G

uide 
Reading 

G
ro

G
uide 

Reading 
G

roup 
G

u
Reading G

roup G
uide Read

G
roup 

G
uide 

Reading 
G

ro
G

uide 
Reading 

G
roup 

G
u

Reading G
roup G

uide Read
G

roup 
G

uide 
G

roup 
G

u
Reading G

roup G
uide Read

G
roup 

G
uide 

Reading 
G

ro
G

uide 
Reading 

G
roup 

G
u

Reading G
roup G

uide Read
G

roup 
G

uide 
Reading 

G
ro

G
uide 

Reading 
G

roup 
G

u
Reading G

roup G
uide Read

G
roup 

G
uide 

Reading 
G

ro
G

uide 
Reading 

G
roup 

G
u

Reading G
roup G

uide Read
G

roup 
G

uide 
Reading 

G
ro

G
uide 

Reading 
G

roup 
G

u
Reading G

roup G
uide Read

G
roup 

G
uide 

Reading 
G

ro
G

uide 
Reading 

G
roup 

G
u

Reading G
roup G

uide Read
G

roup 
G

uide 
Reading 

G
ro

G
uide 

Reading 
G

roup 
G

u
Reading G

roup G
uide Read

G
roup 

G
uide 

Reading 
G

ro
G

uide 
Reading 

G
roup 

G
u

Reading G
roup G

uide Read
G

roup 
G

uide 
Reading 

G
ro

G
uide 

Reading 
G

roup 
G

u
Reading G

roup G
uide Read

G
roup 

G
uide 

Reading 
G

ro
G

uide 
Reading 

G
roup 

G
u

Reading
G

roup
G

uide
Read

Reading G
roup G

uide

A
nnie, Betw

een the States
By L. M

. Elliott

To order, contact your local bookseller or distributor.
Prices subject to change w

ithout notice.

K
atherine Tegen Books

A
n Im

print ofH
arperC

ollinsPublishers
1350 A

venue of the A
m

ericas
N

ew
 York, N

Y 10019

Photo by: Mary Noble Ours

A
nnie, Betw

een the States
By L. M

. Elliott
Tr 0-06-001211-0 • $15.99 ($23.99)
Lb 0-06-001212-9 • $16.89 ($25.89) 

Young A
dult Fiction

w
w

w
.harperchildrens.com

V
isit our w

ebsite at w
w

w
.harperteacher.com

and sign up to Be a H
arper Teacher!

Reading G
roup G

uide prepared by Susan G
eye, Library M

edia Specialist, 
C

row
ley N

inth G
rade C

am
pus, Ft. W

orth, Texas.

—
A

lso by L. M
. Elliott—

11/04

Flying South
Tr 0-06-001214-5 • $15.99 ($23.99)
Lb 0-06-001215-3 • $16.89

($25.89)

H
unter’s Best Friend 

at School
Tr 0-06-000230-1 • $15.99 ($23.99)
Lb 0-06-000231-X • $17.89

($26.89)



Discussion Q
uestions

1. O
n pages 36 and 37 A

nnie and Lieutenant W
alker

discuss the m
ajor issues that led to w

ar. W
hat w

ere they?
H

ow
 did those issues change as the w

ar continued?  

2. C
avalry G

eneral Jeb Stuart and Ranger John M
osby

appear frequently in the novel in historically accurate
w

ays. W
hat did you learn about them

? W
hat kind of

leaders w
ere they?

3. Throughout the novel, characters refer to the fact
that 

U
nion 

and 
C

onfederate 
officers 

had 
been

friends before the w
ar and rem

ain glad to see one
another, and that pickets standing guard visit across
lines or sing together during tim

es of rest betw
een

skirm
ishes. A

fter a battle, civilians nurse enem
y

w
ounded as w

ell as their ow
n. W

hat conclusions
can you draw

 from
 this about the w

ar?

4. W
hen A

nnie discovers that G
abriel and Jacob have 

follow
ed the U

nion arm
y, she begins to question her

belief that the fam
ily’s slaves w

ere happy sim
ply

because they w
ere treated w

ell (p. 128). W
hat is her

concern for G
abriel and Jacob? For Rachel? W

hat
does A

nnie’s attitude show
 about her character?

5. O
ut of loyalty to Laurence, Sam

 follow
s him

 to battle
w

hile A
unt M

ay lovingly cares for M
iriam

 w
hen she

is sick. Even though he disapproves of secession,
Laurence joins the C

onfederate cavalry, m
otivated by

devotion to his hom
e state of V

iriginia. To protect
her brothers, A

nnie hides soldiers and w
arns Southern

leaders of U
nion traps. D

iscuss loyalty. W
hen is it a

good thing? W
hen is it a bad thing?

6. A
nnie show

s courage in m
any different w

ays. H
ow

?

A
bout the Book

The C
ivil W

ar w
as fought in the cornfields and front

law
ns of people’s hom

es. A
nnie, Betw

een the States
explores w

hat the w
ar w

as like for civilians living in its
battlefields—

the 
loyalties, 

choices, 
and 

hardships
forced on them

. A
s the novel opens w

ith the Battle of
First M

anassas in V
irginia, A

nnie and her m
other tend

w
ounded soldiers as the fighting sw

eeps through their
fam

ily’s house. Som
e of A

nnie’s relatives rem
ain loyal

to the U
nion, but her older brother, Laurence, rides

w
ith the C

onfederate cavalry under Jeb Stuart. H
er 

ram
bunctious younger brother, Jam

ie, joins Ranger
John M

osby, know
n as “the G

ray G
host.” C

aught up in
the rising conflict, A

nnie is com
pelled into a riskier role

to protect her fam
ily

and farm
 from

 the U
nion troops,

w
hich 

arrest 
her 

neighbors 
and 

confiscate 
food, 

horses, and other livestock. She conceals C
onfederate

soldiers and w
arns Southern com

m
anders of U

nion
traps. Yet A

nnie begins to question the values driving
V

irginia’s involvem
ent in the w

ar, in part because of her
grow

ing friendship w
ith a U

nion officer w
ho w

as one
of the w

ounded she tended. Eventually, because of her
daring activities, A

nnie is arrested and im
prisoned. To

gain 
her 

freedom
, 

she 
m

ust 
confront 

the 
largest

quandary of all: choosing her ow
n course.

7. A
nnie’s friend Charlotte betrays her by gossiping w

ith
other girls. W

hy is A
nnie so hurt? H

ow
 does this

betrayal endanger A
nnie? W

hat role does Eliza play?

8. C
learly Laurence and C

harlotte are in love, so w
hy

does Laurence not w
ant to m

arry C
harlotte w

hen he
is sent hom

e? 

9. M
osby’s hit-and-run tactics w

ere sim
ilar to those

used by our m
ilitiam

en during the Revolutionary
W

ar, yet they w
ere controversial. U

nion captors
w

anted to try M
osby’s rangers as “highw

ay robbers”
instead of soldiers. W

hat w
ould you have done if

you w
ere judge?

10. A
nnie m

akes a huge sacrifice in giving A
ngel to

Laurence. H
ow

 is she repaid for that kindness?

11. W
hen Laurence frees H

ickory H
eights’ slaves, w

hat
is 

their 
reaction? 

D
oes 

this 
act 

change 
the 

relationship betw
een Laurence and Sam

? Betw
een

A
nnie and Rachel?

12. A
nnie reflects on her m

other’s w
ords, “Rem

em
ber

that it doesn’t m
atter w

here som
eone com

es from
,

but w
here that person is going” (p. 455). H

ow
 do

these w
ords help A

nnie decide to m
arry Thom

as
W

alker? W
hat does A

nnie have to sacrifice to m
arry

him
? W

ould her m
otherapprove of their m

arriage?

13. A
nnie’s outlook on the w

ar changes drastically
through the course of the novel. H

ow
 and w

hy?

14. W
hat m

eanings does the title of the book, A
nnie,

Betw
een the States, have?
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